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Good News From  

     Good Shepherd 

“I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” 

John 10:11 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 9066 Gunpowder Road 

 Florence, KY  41042  

(859)746-9066   

 

September 2009 

Rev. Richard Tursic, Pastor 

Web site:  www.goodshepherdlutheranky.org 

Pastor’s Email: pastor.rich_gslc@fuse.net 

Office Email: gslc9066@fuse.net 
 

 

women’s small groups meet throughout the 

month.  Clear some room on your calendar to be 

in the Word with one another.  The Lord 

promises to meet you there! 

 

Throughout August and September we will be 

spending a lot of time with one another.  Our 

cottage meetings have begun, giving you the 

opportunity to participate in setting the direction 

of our congregation for the next five years.  Ask 

the Lord to give us boldness and wisdom as we 

set, among other things, our outreach goals for 

our immediate area, Northern Kentucky, the 

District, and around the globe.  Jesus wishes for 

us to take the gospel into the world with one 

another. 

 

Truly the Word we are studying together is 

meant for us to share with all people.  May the 

Word of God continue to increase and spread 

(Acts 12:2)! 

 

Pastor Rich 

 
 

 
         

 

 
      

From Pastor 

 
 

 

 

 
Welcome back, everyone!  What a joy it is to 

see the church starting to fill up again as we 

return from our summer vacations and activities. 

 

This month consider two things:  1) the spiritual 

growth of you and your family and 2) the 

missional outreach of our congregation. 

 

Rally Day (September 13) will soon be upon us, 

which means we will be kicking off a new year 

of Sunday school. 

 

Our children will be in the Word with one 

another. Take some time to introduce yourself 

to your child’s Sunday school teacher.  And 

while you’re at it, make sure you become 

acquainted with Lisa Newberry, our Sunday 

school superintendent.  

 

Also dig into the Word of God yourself, joining 

one of our many Bible studies.  Inside these 

pages you’ll find descriptions of our Sunday 

morning and evening studies.    Men’s and  

         
             

In the Word    Into the world 

With one another 
 

http://www.goodshepherdlutheranky.org/
mailto:pastor.rich_gslc@fuse.net


2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems as though just a short while ago we were 

anticipating the joys of summer and now it is already 

fall. Many joyous events have passed such as vacations, 

weddings, reunions and many other activities. 

 

Don’t be dismayed because fall is upon us because we 

have many exciting events that are starting at our 

church. This is the beginning of our fall Sunday School 

program, Rally Day, fall festival, cottage meetings, 

Bible studies and mission activities just to name a few. 

There are many other events that are on the planning 

board. 

 

I would like to emphasize the cottage meetings because 

these are very important. The purpose of these 

gatherings is for all to get an understanding of Good 

Shepherd. Reviewing our purpose, mission, vision, 

history, financials and reflect on our past activities. 

Also as part of these gatherings we want to hear your 

comments and ideas as to our direction that we as a 

congregation should go. As council we will take your 

suggestions from the cottage meetings, our overall 

financial status and develop a course of action with the 

Lord’s support.  

 

The council has been diligently working trying to 

develop our new activities and get prepared for our fall 

planning event. We are also trying to increase the 

number of Elders to support the new member growth 

and Pastor Rich. I also would like to welcome Lisa 

Krejci for her new role as Board Chair of Christian 

Ministry Outreach. If anyone has any interest in serving 

in any capacity in the church please do not hesitate to 

let us know.  We have opportunities for all!!!!  

 

In closing I would ask that you pray for each other. 

Trying times are all around us both in our earthly lives 

and our spiritual lives. As we continue to grow in his 

faith we become stronger both as individuals and as a 

congregation. 

 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 

                        

Bruce Bremer 

 

 

      

New Member Welcome 
 
 

On Sunday, August 30
th

 Good Shepherd took several 

new families into membership.  If you haven’t already 

met them, please introduce yourselves and welcome 

them into our church family.   

 

Bill Shaw 

Steve & Linda Oberst 

Barb Meyer 

Jeremy & Amanda Russell 

 
 

 
 

 

Sunday Morning  

Fall Bible Studies  
 

Jeremiah 
 

This prophet of God was deemed a meddler by the 

people, nobles, and kings.  Yet this priest clung to his 

assigned task, revealing his mettle and the grace of 

God.  We will examine his message and how that tied 

to the Messiah—the hope of Judah and all nations.  

Pastor Rich will lead this study in the Family Life 

Center. 

 

The Patriarchs 
 

The Patriarchs: Encountering the God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob by Beth Moore studies Genesis 12-50 

and is full of twists and turns, ruin and redemption, 

revelation and mystery.  This Bible study will take you 

through the heart of Genesis to the unfolding of God’s 

earthly plan:  that through one nation—and ultimately 

one man—all people on earth will be blessed.  

Concepts of blessing, covenant, and promise and the 

bearing each has on a believer’s life today will be 

explored.  Beth Lynn will lead this study in the 

Duchow room.   

 

A Sundayôs Bible Study 
 

This Elder-led series takes a deeper look at the readings 

of that Sunday.  This study will be conducted in 

classroom #5. 

 

Brothers and Sisters  

of Good Shepherd 
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A Special Guest on September 6 
 

We are pleased to announce that Rev. Kevin 

Wilson, Ohio District Mission and Ministry 

Facilitator, will be with us on Sunday, September 

6.  He will address the children at both services 

during the Children’s Message as well as present 

us with a look at life in Appalachia during the 

Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45).  Please join us 

in the Family Life Center as we learn about the 

beauty and challenges of life and ministry in The 

Mountain State.   

 

Would you be surprised to know that: 

*  in the region of Appalachia over 60% of its  

residents are descended from immigrants of the 

British Isles? 

* West Virginia is consistently listed among the 

top five states with the highest high school 

graduation rate? 

* the two most influential traditions of 

Christianity in West Virginia are holiness and 

fundamentalism? 

* the majority of churches in West Virginia 

exclusively use the King James Version of the 

Bible? 

 

While listening to Rev. Wilson, you may find that 

you have some assumptions about life in West 

Virginia that are simply untrue.  Come de-bunk 

the myths!!  See you on the 6
th
!! 

 

 Kathy Tursic (Mission Committee) 

 

Call us "the OWLS"  
  

In the August meeting, the senior citizens group at 

Good Shepherd decided to call themselves "The 

OWLS".  

 

  
 

The word means "Older Wiser Lutheran Seniors". 

Similar groups are called that at King of Kings and 

at Messiah. 
 

In publicity and in print, the Seniors (citizens, that 

is) can be confused with the seniors (of the high 

school group). In print there may be some 

confusion, but in reality and in person, the 

difference is quite obvious.  
 

The group, now called the OWLS, has been 

meeting since January 2009. There are groups at 

Good Shepherd for women, men, young people 

and families. It was felt that a group for senior 

citizens was missing and necessary.  
 

We meet on the second Wednesday of each 

month. We begin at noon with a potluck lunch 

provided by the members. In addition to the food, 

we enjoy fellowship and some appropriate 

activity. Two times already the group has gone on 

outings. In early Spring we went to Shakertown 

and in July we toured the William Howard Taft 

home and museum in Cincinnati. Our next outing 

will be to go as a group to the closing service for 

Concordia Lutheran Church on August 24.  
 

The group welcomes Good Shepherd members as 

well as friends to attend our meetings and to join 

us on future outings. If more information is 

desired, talk with Robert Brockhoff, chairman, or 

Carol Eising, secretary of the group. 
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stewardship of a ll that He has entrusted to yo  

 
Marlis Norton, Stewardship  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S SATURDAY MORNING 

BIBLE BREAKFAST 
 

Hope you can join us on Saturday, September 

12th at 9:00 a.m. at the church. All women are 

invited to a relaxing morning with good 

fellowship, breakfast and a bible study.  

Lisa Burns will be leading this month’s bible 

study. Hope to see you there. 

 
You are welcome to bring in a dish to share such as 

breakfast casseroles, fresh fruit, juice, breads such as 

bananŀΣ ƴǳǘΧ 

If you have any questions please call  

Carol Eising or Regina Bremer 

  
Prayer + the Word + Time = Intimacy with God 

 

 
 

 

 

ahaΩ{ 5!¸ h¦¢ twhDw!a 
 

It's not too late to register for Mom's Day Out! 
Information and registration forms are available 
on the church website and at the church.  
 
With the new signs and recent publicity, Good 
Shepherd has received inquiries from families in 
the community about this program we are 
beginning in September.  
 
For more information, please contact Patricia 
Block-Gage or Kim Leavens.                          
 
 
 

 

 

BINDING TIMES 
 

The Binding Times Book Club will be reading 

Zipporah, Wife of Moses by Marek Halter.  We will 

tentatively be discussing the book on Thursday, 

September 24th.  If you have any questions, please 

call Kari Tangvik at 586-1259 or 

rtangvik@insightbb.com.    

 

 
 

 
 

 

Ministry In Motion-Exercise Class 

 

Coming September 15th… 

 

Faith – Fitness – Fellowship 
 

Ministry in Motion consists of a group 

exercise class, a running/walking group, and a 

cycling group.  There will be a ―strength and 

conditioning‖ class held on Tuesday evenings from 

7-8pm. In addition, the group running/walking group 

will be held on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm and 

Saturday mornings at 8am. The cycling group is led 

by Randy Gage. The group exercise class will be 

lead by Christine Reasoner and the running/walking 

group will be led by Scott Holloway.  Look for the 

Ministry in Motion table, set up in the meeting area.  

Everyone welcome!!!!  

 

mailto:rtangvik@insightbb.com
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A Big VBS Thank You!!!! 
 

I’m always amazed and overwhelmed during VBS 

with the kindness and generosity of Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church.  What an awesome congregation!!!  

I feel as though everybody in our church has in some 

way or another contributed to VBS and I want to say 

Thank You!!!!   

 

Without such a wonderful congregation it would not 

have been nearly as successful.  Whether it was 

through donating your time the week of VBS, 

donating items, assisting in ironing on bandanna’s, 

assisting with the curriculum, assisting with the 

decorating, assisting with making things through 

your work – whatever role you played it was a big 

one and very helpful.  Our whole congregation is 

great and I am extremely appreciative.  From the 

bottom of my heart – Thank you. 

 

Becky Aragon 

 
 

 
 

 

LUTHERAN WOMENôS 

MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
 

Once again, because of your generosity, we were 

able to send $190.86 in support of the LWML 

mission grants in the Ohio District.  Thank you for 

your help and may God bless your giving. 

 

October 4
th
 is LWML Sunday at which time we will 

again insert the plastic bags in our worship folders, 

or if you wish, pick up a mite box in the gathering 

area.  You can take it home and put it in places such 

as by your washer, in your car, or wherever you may 

find loose change.  When your mite box is full, place 

it in the LWML box on the table in the Gathering 

Area.  Again, thank you.    
 

Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously.  Each man should give what he 

has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 [II Corinthians 9:6-7] 

 
 

 

THE FALL RETREAT 

OCTOBER 2-3 
 

The Fall Retreat, the most anticipated LWML event 

in the Cincinnati area, is quickly approaching.  Rev. 

Drew Ross will be the leader, and it will be held 

again at the Sisters of Charity Motherhouse in Delhi, 

just beyond Mt. St. Joseph College.  The registration 

forms will be available by Aug. 22; all information 

& costs will be listed.    

 

The single bedrooms available at this retreat center 

are very popular.  Full time attendance means one 

can take advantage of all the retreat activities, 

including viewing the ―Ohio River Gorge‖ from the 

rooftop, and late night snacks & chats.  However, 

part-time attendance is welcome at the sessions, and 

men guests are always welcome.    

 

Plan to attend!  Give yourself a gift by ―getting 

away‖ from daily schedules & stress.  Uplift your 

spirits, and focus on the importance of our personal 

Savior in daily life.  
 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD WORK DAY 
 

Saturday, September 19
th
, 

9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 
 

The Property Committee has scheduled a Work Day 

for Saturday, Sept. 19
th.

    

 

The focus will be on cleaning up the old driveway 

and back area, but there will be a variety of work to 

do.  Please prayerfully consider joining us.  Lunch 

will be provided. 
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Family Ministry 
  

Family Ministry is looking for ideas to do in September 

2009, January 2010, February 2010, March 2010. 

 

Family Ministry is currently over seen by Vincent and 

Tammy Woolley, we are looking for others to help us 

plan events for this ministry and need new ideas from 

the congregation. At present the months listed are the 

months that we need a church function. We can always 

look at adding events if we can work them in. If you 

would like to help plan, over see an event or just have an 

idea, please contact them at tammy.woolley@dciinc.org 

or call our home phone (859) 428-2278. All ideas and 

help appreciated. 

   

Fellowship 

  

At present Fellowship is over seen by Tammy Woolley 

and Liz Molina. Our Kitchen Angels list is current 

through 2009 but we need volunteers for 2010. Each 

year the calendar is updated in a rotational pattern for 

the next Sunday's Kitchen Angel. This is listed in "The 

Voice" as Fellowship person for each Sunday. Kitchen 

Angel's are the ones responsible for the fellowship of 

coffee, cookies, cakes and juice provided each Sunday 

after the early service and before Sunday School. The 

church supplies the coffee, creamer/sweetners, cookies 

and juice. We ask the Kitchen Angels to prepare/clean 

up and add to if they wish. If you are interested in being 

a Kitchen Angel please contact Tammy Woolley at 

tammy.woolley@dciinc.org or (859) 428-2278. 

  

We will also be starting a Fellowship Sign up sheet for 

helping plan and oversee our church fellowship events 

of business meeting snacks, 5th Sunday Potlucks, 

Advent-Wednesday evening's soup/sandwich meals and 

Lent-Wednesday evening's soup/sandwich meals for the 

Fall of 2009 and then for 2010. Each person would sign 

up for one event or one date that an event would take 

place and oversee just that one event to plan and follow 

up on. If you are interested in being on this committee 

to help with these events, please contact Tammy 

Woolley at tammy.woolley@dciinc.org or (859) 428-

2278. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ñThe Shepsò News 
 

It is time to start a new year and we had a super 

kickoff on August 16
th
.  We kidnapped the incoming 

freshmen and had a really good turnout.  For those 

who could not make it please know that you are 

always welcome to join us. 

 

For those who do not know Dean Daniels is now 

helping with the Sheps.  He joined us in late May and 

the kids are making him feel quite welcome.  He is a 

great addition to the team.   

 

September 13
th
 , 6:00pm to 8:00pm, we will have a 

meeting to start planning our trip to the National 

Youth Gathering in New Orleans next summer.  This 

is for all High school youth and their parents, please 

plan on attending. 

 

September 20
th
, 12:15pm we plan on heading up to 

Whitewater River for canoeing.  We will meet at 

church after the late service to head up.  We will 

return approximately by 7pm.  Estimated cost is $20 

for canoe rental and additional money for dinner, we 

normally go to Arbys.    

 

I want to thank all of you that still use your Kroger 

Neighborhood rewards cards.  THANK YOU for 

supporting this effort.  Please remember when you 

shop at Kroger to reload the card.  It is when the card 

is reloaded that we get the money back from Kroger.  

A minimum of $5000.00 needs to be reloaded every 

month.  If we do not hit the $5000 it is rolled over to 

the next month.  We receive 4% of that back.   Please 

see Dave Eising or Jenn Ostermeier if you want a 

card.  If your card deactivates please see one of us for 

a replacement. Please continue to use the cards as this 

is providing funds for the National Youth Gathering. 

 

As always if you need to contact Jenn Ostermeier my 

number is 391-9999 or Dean Daniels at 630-453-

3296. 

 

mailto:tammy.woolley@dciinc.org
mailto:tammy.woolley@dciinc.org
mailto:tammy.woolley@dciinc.org
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Choir 

and Praise Team 
 

The GSLC Choir is looking forward to resuming 

rehearsals on Sunday, September 13!  We will 

rehearse most Sundays from 12:15 to 1:00 in the 

Sanctuary.  Please come and sing with us! 

 

The GSLC Praise Team welcomes everyone!!!  The 

Praise Team consists of singers and instrumentalists 

and accompanies praise hymns on Praise Worship 

Sundays.  The next Praise Worship Sunday will be 

September 13th.  We will rehearse on Saturday, 

September 12th from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary.  If you like to sing or play an instrument, 

please join us in making a joyful noise unto the 

Lord!!!  

 
 

 
 
 

Womenôs Ministry Workshop 

Calling all women of Good Shepherd. We are 

planning our yearly women’s programs on Saturday, 

September the 26
th
 at 9:30. 

We will be discussing all of our current women’s 

ministry programs, such as: LWML Retreat, craft 

guild, Saturday morning bible breakfast, Binding 

Times Book Club, Blessings Event, Secret Pals and 

Ladies Night out. 

We will also be focusing on ways to enhance our 

current programs and add new programs, so please 

bring your suggestions and ideas. All women are 

welcome! 

 

 

NORTHERN KENTUCKY 

LUTHERANS FOR  

LIFE CHAPTER 
 

The Northern Kentucky Lutherans For Life Chapter 

at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church has a year-long 

schedule of exciting events planned.   

 On Sunday, August 30
th
, Mr. Bradley Mattes, 

Executive Director of the Life Issues Institute spoke 

at our Fifth Sunday Fellowship Luncheon.  He was 

well received by our congregation and delivered an 

eye-opening talk on current issues regarding the 

sanctity of life.  Special thanks to everyone who 

helped make this event so successful. 

 Watch for our ―Crib of Blessings‖ in October and 

our ―Baby Bottle Boomerang‖ in January 2010.  

Both events help the New Hope Center which is 

committed to provide free, confidential, and 

compassionate services for women and families 

experiencing untimely pregnancies. 

 The March For Life in Washington, D.C. is 

scheduled this coming year on Friday, January 22, 

2010.  Think about attending this memorable and 

moving event. Let yourself be counted as someone 

who stands up for the innocent unborn babies who 

die every day.  More information will be forthcoming 

in future Newsletters. 

 Crosses!  Crosses!  Crosses!  They are coming to 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in March 2010.  

Watch future issues of the Newsletter to find out 

more details. 

 And last, but not least, Walks and a Purple Bridge 

Crossing will be taking place around Northern 

Kentucky next year.  Help raise awareness of the 

value of all human life.  Come to one of our meetings 

and find out more information about one or all of 

these upcoming events.  You can make a difference!  
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 Financial Peace University 
 
Fall means its time for the kids to go back to school.  

But, it is also a great opportunity for YOU to go back to 

school, too.  Good Shepherd will be hosting Dave 

Ramsey's Financial Peace University as part of the 

Adult Bible Study curriculum on Sunday evenings 

starting on September 13th. 

  

Financial Peace University is a 13-week Biblically 

based financial accountability and planning course that 

will teach you how to manage God's money and 

resources in a godly way.  This life-changing 

course will empower you to make the right financial 

decisions to achieve your financial goals by learning 

how to eliminate debt, break bad habits, and 

reach financial success.  This is a powerful, 

enlightening, and fun way to learn about a topic that is 

especially important at these difficult time.  The classes 

are taught in a simple and easy-to-understand style.   

  

Each class will last approximately two hours.  The first 

hour is a DVD session taught by Dave Ramsey, who 

will guide you to make wise financial decisions based 

on scripture.  The second hour of the class is a small 

group discussion designed to apply these 

financial principles to your daily life.  These 

discussions will encourage accountability and 

discipleship. 

  

The classes will include topics on saving, cash flow 

planning, investments, retirement, college planning, 

mortgages, and more.  The information is designed to 

change the way you think about personal finance, how 

to save money, live on a budget, communicate about 

money, eliminate debt, find bargains and experience the 

joy of giving.  By the end of this course, the average 

family pays off more than $5,000 in debt and saves 

almost $3,000.  Dave Ramsey has nothing to sell to 

you; he is only teaching you about how to manage your 

money.    

 

Because this class is open to both members and non-

members alike, it is being offered on Sunday evenings.  

The cost of class materials (one set per family) is 

approximately $90, however, Good Shepherd will be 

covering a portion of this cost.  Also, if you are 

interested in the class but are unable to afford the cost 

of the materials, please let Pastor Rich know, and we 

can make arrangements.  Financial Peace University is 

designed for all ages and all incomes. 

  
 

 

 

 

Please join us for a preview of Financial Peace 

University as presented by Dave Ramsey.  We will be 

showing a short video explanation of the Financial Peace 

University program on Sunday, August 30th as part of 

the Voter's Meeting at 10:00 a.m. in between services.   

  

If you have any questions, please call Patricia Block-

Gage at 781-6692 or email: blockgage@aol.com.   More 

information is also available at www.daveramsey.com.  

 

 
 

Men's Ministry 
  
  

Men's ministry will be starting a joint Saturday 

Morning breakfast with the Women's Ministry. This 

will begin in October 2009. After the combined 

breakfast with the Women then the Men will break 

away for their own study via DVD-"The 4 Essentials 

for a Strong Men's Ministry". If you would like to 

participate/help coordinate in this event the meetings 

will be on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 

am. The Men will share in the breakfast prep, food 

items and clean up. Please contact Vince Woolley or 

pastor for questions. Vince can be reached at 

v.woolley@hotmail.com or 859-428-2278. 

 

 
 

Servant Event 
 

Good Shepherd shared in some wonderful servant events 

in July, in coordination with our 50 Days Ablaze.  One 

of our events was held at the home of a widow on 

Rogers Lane, where we did 2 night's worth of lawn 

work.  She was so pleased with our efforts that she sent 

the church a very nice thank-you card, and has asked if 

we could return and do some lawn work for the fall.   

 

Kirk Porter has set aside Saturday, September 12th to 

return to her home and help her out.  We need volunteers 

again, for weeding, hedge trimming, and general yard 

work.  We had a wonderful turn out in July, and hope 

that some of you will be interested in continuing this 

human care ministry.  Please call the church office at 

746-9066 if you are interested. 

  
 

mailto:blockgage@aol.com
http://www.daveramsey.com/
mailto:v.woolley@hotmail.com
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The Groth Report 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 

prayers for all of you, I always prayer with joy because 

of your partnership in the gospel . . . Phillipians 1:3 

 

Cambodia is a country with bountiful chances for 

remembrance. Funeral dates here are remembered by 

Buddhists and celebrated ten days after, one hundred 

days after and years after, with family and friends of the 

deceased. Daily remembrance offerings are put before 

the Buddhist altar as a way to show your ancestors that 

you remember them and still want their blessings and 

favor. This month we also have had some wonderful 

events with which to fill our memories of God’s work 

in Cambodia. 

 

Class with our students this time focused on a New 

Testament overview. The time here at our home in 

Sihanoukville was spent learning general New 

Testament themes and learning how to research 

information on individual books with materials at hand. 

Videos of New Testament times, atlas studies, and 

contemporary examples of literature types kept the 

students involved in learning. Our meal times were 

great for discussion. At the end one of our students, a 

former Buddhist monk, gave a small speech. He 

thanked us for our teaching but most of all for being a 

part of their daily lives. We will always remember the 

comment that we were the only foreigners he was 

pleased to call his Mom and Dad. 

 

The local publisher held the closing of my devotion-

writing workshop. As we talked and shared about his 

time with the authors we trained, it was good to hear 

that the devotions written by this class will be the first 

Khmer written devotions published. My favorite 

comment from his evaluations was, ―We learned to 

write devotions, but most importantly we became closer 

to our Savior.‖ That’s one for the memory!! 

 

The family retreat held memories for two American 

and seven Cambodian families. The meeting place was 

a resort outside of Phnom Penh. Some Bible learning, 

family fun and field trips made memories for all 

involved. A visit to one of our favorite help agencies,  

Resource Development In Cambodia (RDIC), taught 

families about ways to have pure water.   A boat trip on 

the Mekong river was the first for many to see the 

fishing villages and development in Phnom Penh. The 

American families gave the memorable comment, ―Now 

we have faces to put with names as we pray for missions. 

We really do see some of the challenges missionaries 

face.‖ 

 

July 11
th

 saw the graduation of our hotel English class. 

Thirty-five young people and four teachers completed 

the course of study. The project was interesting as 

Naomi; a Cambodian Christian, sat with me as I 

prepared the weekly lessons that she in turn taught to the 

village teachers. We held our graduation at the Golden 

Sands Hotel. The tour of the hotel by the manager helped 

students see in reality what had been words and pictures 

during their course. Speeches were made to encourage 

students to be Christian workers. Each student was given 

a framed diploma. At the end I asked the graduates, 

―How many of you have been in a hotel before?‖ Guess 

what? None of the thirty-five had ever been inside a 

hotel. (That’s a fun memory!!)  We pray that these 

young people will be able to use their skills to be 

employed in the future. 

 

Chuck and I are busy sorting things we all accumulate 

over time. We are leaving with fond memories of our 

Cambodian friends. We are leaving with great thoughts 

of you, our supporters. You have been faithful in your 

partnership!!   

 

Now, if you would ask our children to characterize what 

their mom would say next, I’m sure you would get this 

answer, ―Now what are we going to do?‖  While this 

move was not of our choosing, we will trust God for the 

answer to that question. We’d love to hear a word of 

encouragement from you, and we treasure your prayers 

for us. We’ll see many of you as personal friends as we 

transition to US living. 

 

With remembrance of you faithfulness, 

Chuck and Jeanette                                                     
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 De CONSTRUCTIVE WORD 

The Esala Prayer Letter ï Summer 2009  

 

Summer seems to be sailing by. With fields of growing 

crops surrounding us, more moderate temperatures, and 

a break from school. It’s a happy time in the Esala 

home. Our two weeks of meetings in early June with 

LBT colleagues and Ghanaian partners went well. 

Thank you for your prayers. We came away with a deep 

appreciation for the wonderful people we get to work 

with here in Ghana. 

 

Since we’ve been back at home in Nasuan, we’ve 

undergone various transitions.  Here are a few of the 

major ones. 

È Nathan is now making a fewer trips to Gbintiri 

each week since the translators now come to our place a 

couple times a week. This has reduced fatigue 

considerably, and he’s able to attend to things at home 

and in town more easily. 

È Sarah has been busy organizing the home front 

and preparing for school that she will be starting with 

Karissa and Annaka in August. 

È At this point, it looks like we will only be taking 

one major trip between now and our return for furlough 

next spring. After a couple of years of intense travel 

schedules, this is very welcome and we pray will renew 

us for our time in the U.S. when lots of travel is 

inevitable.  

 

Thank You for your ongoing partnership that allows us 

to serve here in Ghana. May God minister to you and 

your needs as you carry out his purposes in your life.   

 

ADDITIONAL PRAISE AND PRAYER ITEMS 
 

 È Praise God that Sarah finally recovered from a 

tough case of malaria, followed by a bout with 

abominable abdominal condition. 

  

 È Praise that the books of Mark and Luke are 

ready to be reviewed by the consultant.  

 

 È Praise God for Christina’s time with our family 

and for her willingness to help the Federwitz family. 

 

 È Pray for Greg Meier, the new LBT intern in 

Ghana, who will be working in the Komba area. Pray 

that he will adjust to village life and find good language 

learning partner, major goals of these early months. 

 

Help us Lord to overcome our unbelief, 
 

Nathan, Sarah, Karissa, Annaka, Aili, and Issac 
 

Do you know where  

your cottage is? 
 

We are well into our Cottage Conversations, scheduled 

to conclude mid September. For those of you who have 

not been able to attend your scheduled session, I 

encourage you to please check with Lynn in the church 

office. We can make accommodation for you at a 

coming session. Your input is important.  Everyone 

has an integral role to play in our church family. This 

is a wonderful opportunity to fellowship with folks you 

maybe haven’t gotten to know well and share your 

insights in a comfortable and casual setting. It’s also an 

opportunity to learn about Good Shepherd’s history 

and its present status, in addition to providing input to 

its future ministries. To remain a healthy family in 

Christ we need to purposely stay informed, exercise 

wise stewardship and make spiritual growth a priority. 

 

To our host families and those who have participated, 

thank you. Good Shepherd has been continually 

blessed with caring and spiritually engaged members 

with a mission mentality for the Gospel and growing 

this family of Christ.  It is truly a blessing to be able to 

engage in these conversations with you and gather 

information that will take us into our next chapter of 

growth and mission. God Bless you all and we’ll see 

you at a cottage soon. 

 

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift 

of God, which is in you through the laying on of my 

hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but 

a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  2 

Timothy 1:6-7 

 

Marlis Norton 

Stewardship and Cottage Committee 

 

 

 
 

 

Board of Property  

Committee Announcement... 
 

For Members or Non-Members wishing to use Good 

Shepherd Church Facilities, please contact the Facility 

Manager, Mary Mickelson by phone or email at the 

following:  (859) 746-1332, MJMICK@AOL.com;  

OR  Richard Howe at (859) 250-6977,  

maggiemay1195@fuse.net. 

 
 

 

 

            

 

mailto:MJMICK@AOL.com
mailto:maggiemay1195@fuse.net
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod 

9066 Gunpowder Road 

Florence, KY  41042 

 

 

Sunday Night is Hopping at Good Shepherd! 
 

We expect Good Shepherd to be a busy place on Sunday mornings...but what about Sunday nights?  The Board of 

Education is investigating the possibility of activities for our younger children at Good Shepherd on Sunday nights 

this fall.  Confirmation classes and the Senior High youth are meeting on Sunday nights.  Plus, there will be a 13-

week Financial Peace University seminar on financial planning on Sunday nights for members of the congregation 

and the community.  The only thing missing is an activity for children pre-kindergarten through 5th grade, together 

with a nursery for parents who would like to attend the adult Bible study.   

  

We are currently in the planning stages of what would be a wonderful new ministry for the younger children of our 

congregation and our community.  The possibilities include games, learning activities, singing---a variety of fun, 

nurturing, and Christian-themed fun and fellowship for our youngest members.   

  

Watch for more information in the ―Voice.‖    If you are interested in learning more, please call Patricia Block Gage 

at 781-6692 or email at blockgage@aol.com.   

 

 

mailto:blockgage@aol.com

