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Good News From  

     Good Shepherd 

“I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” 

John 10:11 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 9066 Gunpowder Road 

 Florence, KY  41042  

(859)746-9066   

 

February 2010 

Rev. Richard Tursic, Pastor 

Web site:  www.goodshepherdlutheranky.org 

Pastor’s Email: pastor.rich_gslc@fuse.net 

Office Email: gslc9066@fuse.net 
 

flow of Lutheran worship, the rising and falling of which 

the elders explain between services in the Family Life 

Center. 

The Word becomes alive as we share with one another its 

renewing power.  Take part in the small group Bible 

study meeting in your community.  Learn more within 

these pages.  

Lazarus had a renewal of renewals.  So can you!  Be 

freed of what from the past or present binds you in death.  

A dear couple, who led my family from life in the pits to 

life on earth, will be conducting a Lazarus Life retreat for 

our congregation.  Right now, block off March 13.  

Don’t miss this personal passionful renewal.  You will 

not be disappointed!   

During the end of Lent, we as a congregation will go 

through another passionful renewal, finding our 

individual places in the body of Christ and being 

affirmed in them, so that we might serve our Lord with 

passion and ―tell [our neighbors] the full message of this 

new life.‖ 

Four young people, baptized into the passionful death of 

Christ, are going to renew their vows to their living 

Lord.  Confirmation Sunday, March 28, leads us into 

Passion Week. 

Jesus rolls away the stones from the tombs of our hearts 

and minds and souls and fills us with his life-renewing 

presence! 

Pastor Rich  

 

 

 
      

From Pastor 

 
 

 

But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the 

doors of the jail and brought them out. "Go, stand in the 

temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the full 

message of this new life.”    Act 5:19-20 

Dark, cloudy, muddy, windy, frigid days…one after 

another…with no end in sight…funk!  These blahs don’t 

just affect the spirit; they can depress the soul.  February 

can be a gaoler (jailer). 

Seemingly, with the passing of each day, spiritual space 

shrinks; joy once so abundant is squeezed right out, 

leaving only emptiness:  Going through monotonous 

motions of worship…lifeless reading of the Word…feeling 

trapped inside a tomb carved out by the past…sitting out 

from the life God intends…resigned—nothing will get 

better inside these prison walls. 

If February finds you feeling anything like this, hang on to 

hope—hope outside of you, hope outside me, hope outside 

of our congregation.  For Jesus is coming to us prisoners.  

In his Passion, Jesus, like the angel above, will break open 

our jail doors and bring us out.  Yet he will step into our 

cell; the door will be slammed shut until his execution; 

then the massive stone will be rolled in front of his tomb.  

Death.  Jesus is full of passion for you… 

and still is, for Jesus lives!!!  Our resurrected Lord is 

raising you and me to passionful renewal. 

Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17) begins our Lenten Passionful 

Renewal.   On this day death-dark ashes.  On Easter 

sweet-smelling lilies.   

Throughout February renew your appreciation for our 

liturgy, dumping monotony, being lifted by the intentional 

Passionful Renewal 
 

http://www.goodshepherdlutheranky.org/
mailto:pastor.rich_gslc@fuse.net
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He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds you have been healed. What a 

blessing to us is our Lord and how he continues to 

bless each of us every day.  

 

We have many events that will be occurring over 

the next couple of months at Good Shepherd and 

one event I would like to hi-lite is the Lazarus for 

Life spiritual event that will be hosted at Good 

Shepherd on Saturday, March 13, from 900am to 

400pm. This event is a spiritual retreat and we 

would encourage all adults to attend. Stephen 

Smith and his wife are the presenters and this 

should be a joyous and moving event. We will be 

providing you many more details so please watch 

the newsletter, posters and the bulletin. If you are 

interested in helping coordinate this event please 

do not hesitate to give me a call.  

 

We are also in the process of developing our 

nominating committee to identify candidates for 

the positions that need to be filled in July. There 

are many opportunities for all to be involved so if 

you are interested in any position or being on the 

nominating committee please contact Dave Eising.  

Dave will be sending out more information to the 

congregation in the near future. 

 

As you probably have noticed we have not been 

using the organ in the sanctuary and the reason for 

this is our organ is no longer working. It has been 

used for many years and at this point cannot be 

repaired. Worship and Music is developing 

options for a new organ or something comparable. 

Much work and information is required before a 

decision can be made.  

 

I would like to thank each of you for all your 

support and I pray that the Lord will continue to 

bless you as individuals and us as the family of 

Good Shepherd. 

 

Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

 

      Your President, Bruce Bremer 

 

 

Discovery ï  

New Membersô Class 
 

This is a journey that will introduce you to the 

teaching of Jesus and the Lutheran Church.  It will 

allow you to explore the Christian faith and Jesus’ 

desire to enter into a personal relationship with 

you.  You will have the opportunity to ask those 

―hard‖ questions, and with Pastor Rich’s 

knowledge and wisdom, get the answers.  If we 

don’t know the answer, we will research to find it. 

 

This is a 7 week class.  If you need to miss a class, 

we will make sure you get caught up.  The class is 

not designed to give you a great deal of deep 

study, but rather a good overview of the beliefs of 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church so that you can 

make an informed decision whether or not to join 

our church family. 

 

Schedule below: 
 

February 7  Introduction and expectation 

setting 

 

February 14  Chapters 1 and 2 in ―God for Us‖ 

 

February 21  Chapter 3 and 4 in ―God For Us‖ 

 

February 28  Chapter 5 and 6 in ―God For Us‖ 

 

March 7   Chapter 7 and 8 in ―God For Us‖ 

 

March 14   Chapter 9 and 10 in ―God For Us‖ 

 

March 21           Pastor leads this class, which is 

 really just a chance to allow you  

 to talk through with him any final 

 questions and concerns prior to 

 the rite of membership. 

 

March 27           Community Event at church  

10 am to 12 noon – Overview of  

all the different groups, boards,  

and activities at Good Shepherd, 

 presented by our leadership.  

 

March  28  Rite of Membership at the  

8:00 am service. 

 

Brothers and Sisters  

of Good Shepherd 
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Acts of Stewardshipé 
 

Ministry Budget ï Investment in Godôs Plans for 

Good Shepherd 

Praise God! This church family faced a lot of 

uncertainty this year given the unhealthy economy 

and how it so adversely affected many of our 

families. Back in the fall of 2008, the 2009 budget 

was developed with a good measure of faith and 

trust.  And Good Shepherd once again ended the year 

on the positive side of the ledger without 

compromise to the many ministries we have engaged 

in. Our Almighty God continues to bless and remind 

us that nothing is impossible when we face life hand 

and heart with our Lord and Savior. I am at once 

humbled and delighted to walk this journey in faith 

with all of you.     

 

Fan Into Flame ï Investment in Mission 
Back in May of 2009, the congregation voted to 

participate in the Ohio District Ablaze effort they 

titled Fan Into Flame. Our participation amounts to a 

pledge of $20,000 over 5 years fulfilled in annual 

amounts of $4,000.  It’s important to recall that this 

pledge of support is an ―over the top‖ commitment, 

that is, it is not an amount built into the Good 

Shepherd budget. It is a commitment of individual 

sacrificial giving to support the greater church’s 

spread of the Gospel to our Samaria. A particular 

area of concentration is the building of the church in 

West Virginia. 

 

We’ve received thanks in advance for our support 

and encouragement to meet the commitment from 

our district president. There are so many needs in our 

world today, from individuals, some in our own 

congregation, hurting from our faltering economy to 

the hundreds of thousands homeless and desperate in 

Haiti. For those able, the requests for support seem 

endless.  

 

As we make decisions on how and where to apply 

our resources, please prayerfully consider this 

corporate pledge of support that Good Shepherd has 

made as an active participant in reaching 100 million 

people with the Gospel by 2017. To date, the 

children of Good Shepherd have made an offering of 

a little over $10 to the Fan Into Flame campaign.  

Our church family does not take its commitments 

lightly and I know that with prayerful and Spirit led 

consideration, we as a church will meet this one.  As 

the Spirit moves you, simply mark your special 

offering to Fan Into Flame.  Additionally, if you are 

creative in the art of fund-raising that engages people 

with the added benefits of spiritual fellowship, fun or 

service, I’m all ears and would love to see these 

ideas come to life. 
 

Lazurus Life ï Investment in Spiritual 

Relationship 

Coming in March, as you will read elsewhere in this 

newsletter, Good Shepherd will have an awesome 

opportunity to participate in a professionally led 

weekend retreat designed to spiritually strengthen 

our individual and corporate relationships. As we 

grow in numbers, an incredible blessing, it’s 

important for us to stay in touch and maintain our 

family feel. This was a common concern voiced in a 

number of the cottage meeting discussions.  

Participation in this retreat should be a priority for 

every Good Shepherd family. As information on the 

schedule of events is made available, mark your 

calendar and make this event a priority. 

 

Spiritual Gifts Bible Study ï Investment in 

Spiritual Growth 

Coming soon to all of Good Shepherd is a Bible 

Study on Spiritual Gifts that will be facilitated by 

Pastor and Beth Lynn. God has equipped each of us 

with just what we need to accomplish His plan for 

us. We all sometimes struggle trying to understand 

just what that gift or talent may be and perhaps even 

accepting we possess such gifts to exercise. I am 

certain this journey into God’s word will reveal even 

further the depth of talent and gifts with which this 

church family has been blessed. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with all spiritual 

blessings in heavenly places in Christ.  Ephesians 1:3 

 

Marlis Norton, Stewardship  
 

 

 
 

 

Thank You 
 

Betty Howe would like to thank Pastor Rich and 

all of those who prayed for her, sent cards and 

made visits after her surgery.  It was all greatly 

appreciated. 
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ñThe Shepsò News 
 

 

Calling all sub eaters.  The Sr. high youth are 

currently taking orders for Sub Sandwiches which 

will be ready just in time for the Superbowl.  We will 

meet on Saturday Feb 6
th
 at 9am at church to start 

making the Subs.  They can then be picked up 

between 2-4pm on the 6
th
 or during normal church 

hours on the 7
th
.  The cost is 2 for $5 for a 6 inch 

sub.   

 

Feb 7
th
, we are heading to Adam and Sarah Carella’s 

house for a Superbowl party.  For those that need a 

ride we can meet at church and head up.  The time is 

yet to be determined, but I will get in touch with 

everyone to let you all know. 

 

Feb 14
th
, the Family Ministry group is having a hoe 

down (Square dancing party) from 3-5.  The youth 

will meet before hand to decorate for Valentine’s 

Day.   

 

Feb 28
th

 Happy Birthday to Dean Daniels!!!  

Everyone be sure to wish him a Happy Birthday.   

 

Our group meets every Sunday from 6-8 pm and all 

Sr. High youth and their friends are welcome to join 

us.  We like meeting and getting to know new faces. 

 

I want to thank all of you that still use your Kroger 

Neighborhood rewards cards.  THANK YOU for 

supporting this effort.  Please remember when you 

shop at Kroger to reload the card.  It is when the card 

is reloaded that we get the money back from Kroger.  

A minimum of $5000.00 needs to be reloaded every 

month.  If we do not hit the $5000 it is rolled over to 

the next month.  We receive 4% of that back.    

Please see Dave Eising, Jenn Ostermeier, or Dean 

Daniels if you want a card.  If your card deactivates 

please see one of us for a replacement. Please 

continue to use the cards as this is providing funds 

for the National Youth Gathering. 

 

As always if you need to contact Jenn Ostermeier my 

number is 391-9999 or Dean Daniels at 630-453-

3296. 

 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST 

 
All women are welcome on February 13

th
 at 

9:00 A.M. to come and enjoy a warm,  

relaxing morning with good Christian  

fellowship and breakfast while we read and 

study God’s word. Tammy Woolley will be 

leading us in a bible study. 

 
You are welcome and would be appreciated to bring in a 

dish to share such as breakfast casseroles, fresh fruit, 

juice, breads such as banana, nut… 

If you have any questions please call Carol Eising or 

Regina Bremer 

  

Prayer + the Word + Time = Intimacy 

with God 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Concordia Seminary Chorus will perform at 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1285 Main Street, 

Hamilton, OH  45013 on Sunday, February 21, 

2010.  There will be a Service of Evening Prayer 

starting at 5PM with a dinner to follow.  There 

will be a free will offering to help pay for travel 

expenses for the Concordia Seminary Chorus.  
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Bowling FUN  

 
Are you in the mid-winter doldrums? How about a 

little Sunday afternoon excitement at the local 

bowling alley?   

 

On Sunday, February 21
st
 at 1:30 P.M. at the Sports 

of All Sorts off of Mt. Zion Road, we will have a 

friendly bowling round-robin and just enjoy each 

other’s company and have some laughs…..for some 

of us, this is a seriously TRUE statement!  No need 

to have a handicap or to even have bowled before, 

this is for FUN only…serious bowlers will be 
relegated to their own lane!  This is for adults, 

couples or singles, friends, or your mother-in-

law…..we are just looking for a good time to be had 

by all! 

 

Cost is $14.00 per person and includes shoe rental. 

 

Let Regina Bremer or Lisa Burns know if you are 

interested!  We will be there! 

 

 
 

Binding Times Book club will be reviewing 

Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom. We will be 

meeting at Lisa Burn’s home on Thursday, 

February the 11
th

 at 7 pm. Please let Lisa know 

or Kari Tangvik if you are coming.  

e-mail Kari at rtangvik@insightbb.com 

 

 

FAITH FINDER’S  

KIDS KLUB 
 

Sunday Evenings: 6:00 – 7:30 

Kindergarten thru 5th Grade 
 

January 31st – March 21st  
 

Each week there will be a variety of fun and 

exciting Christian activities including a Faith 

Finder’s Scavenger Hunt, a Bible Song Dance 

Party, Bible Movie Nights & Much More! 
 

 

Children are encouraged to 

bring their friends! 

 
Faith Finder’s Kids Klub Mission: Building 

Christian Character through Bible Study, 

Fellowship & Fun! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:rtangvik@insightbb.com
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Family Ministry/ 

Youth Groups Activity 
  

 

Valentine's Party and Square Dancing will be hosted 

by In-Reach Family Ministry and all Youth 

Groups at GSLC on February 14
th
 from 3-5 pm. 

There will be snacks and lots of dancing. Tom Davis, 

Square Dance Coordinator will be in our area and 

has agreed to share his talents with us. There will be 

lots of interaction for all age groups in square 

dancing and line dancing. Bring the whole family 

and have fun. There will be a free will offering at the 

door to help cover the cost of transportation for Mr. 

Davis to come from Dayton, OH. If you have 

questions, would like to help with snacks, 

decorations or organizing, please contact Tammy 

Woolley at tammy.woolley@dciinc.org or 859-801-

5597. 

   

Men's Ministry   

  

Men's Bible Breakfast Study will be on February 6th, 

2010 at 9:00 am at GSLC. All men of the church are 

welcome to attend the breakfast and/or bible study 

that will be right after breakfast. At present the men 

are studying about Men of the Bible. If you have 

any questions please contact Dan Burns, Scott 

Holloway or Vince Woolley.  

   

Fellowship 

  

Lenten dinners will begin on 2/24/10 at 6 pm right 

before Lenten Services at 7:00 pm to continue 

our Easter Season of our church calendar. We are 

asking for volunteers to organize the dinners 

again. We are going to try a different approach with 

this set of dinners and ask that they be potluck. We 

may do a pre-set meal during March, watch The 

Voice or March Newsletter for more information. 

Signup sheets for organizers will be posted in The 

Gathering Area. If you have questions please 

contact Tammy Woolley at 

tammy.woolley@dciinc.org or 859-801-5597. 

 

 

All women are cordially invited to attend our 

Annual ñLadies Night Outò 

Sunday, February 21st, 2010 

6:45 pm 

at 

The Greyhound Tavern 

2500 Dixie Highway 

Fort Mitchell, KY 

Itôs a lovely evening of good food and 

fellowship. 

We will also reveal our Secret Sisters. 

Reservations are necessary.  So, please call Kari 

Tangvik at 586-1259 or e-mail at 

rtangvik@insightbb.com by Friday, Feb. 19
th

. 

Would you like to ride with someone?  Please 

call Regina Bremer at 817-9468 so we can 

arrange to meet you in the church parking lot 

about 6:00pm that evening. 

 Looking forward to seeing everyone there! 

 

 
 

Camp Arcadia, Michigan 
 
Camp Arcadia is a Lutheran Christian family resort 

on Lake Michigan.  They are looking for people to 

work as summer staff this year.  For those who work 

on staff at the camp, the experience is filled with 

adventures, friendships, revelations, blessings, and 

challenges.  The staff community is unique each 

summer, woven from the special talents each person 

brings to this place.  The priority date for staff 

applications is February 8, 2010.  Applications are 

still received after this date, but spots may be limited.  

Check out their website at www.camp-arcadia.com or 

speak with Lisa Newberry if you want more 

information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tammy.woolley@dciinc.org
mailto:tammy.woolley@dciinc.org
mailto:rtangvik@insightbb.com
http://www.camp-arcadia.com/
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MISSIONS: FROM THE ESALAS 

Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year! 

As we leave 2009 and enter into 2010, we thought we 

might offer you a little summary of what has happened 

in the past year in regards to the Komba Bible 

Translation, Literacy and Scripture Engagement effort.  

For most of our 6 plus years in Ghana we have not been 

able to show measurable progress.  But this year the 

project is beginning to show signs of accomplishing 

what many have intended for it.  Our prayer continues 

to be that all these activities will be used by the Holy 

Spirit to further His work and our Father’s will and 

reigning kingdom among us.   

 Highlights from 2009:  

-  30% of the New Testament (NT) translation 

is completed 

-  30 community based Komba literacy classes 

and 900 learners  

-  Printed the Gospel of Luke and are in 

processing of distributing copies  

-  Our leading churches are already using it 

each week as we follow the Year C lectionary 

readings! 

-  A Memo of Understanding signed with Bible 

Society of Ghana with plans to complete the 

NT by 2012 

- Another successful year of local community 

support raising towards literacy classes (around 

200 communities gave tangible support 

towards the project and also some gifts from 

the Ghanaian local government structures) 

 Some Future plans for 2010 

-  We plan to finish another 30% of the NT. 

-  We hope to open another 40 community 

based literacy classes (1200 new learners). 

-  We plan to do some developing and 

recording of Scripture Songs in Komba. 

Grace and mercy to you all through our Present Lord 

Jesus Christ, 

 Nathan and Sarah Esala & family 

Bible Translation Advisors for the Komba project in 

Ghana, Africa 

 

Lazarus Life Retreat 
 

Beneath your shroud lies a resurrected lifeé. 

 

The life of Lazarus is one of the most profound stories 

in the Bible; the chronicle of an ordinary man who 

found himself at the center of an extraordinary 

miracle.  A divine moment that fully revealed Christ’s 

power through a resurrection that preceded His very 

own. 

 

Yet the story of Lazarus also holds a powerful parallel 

for us today.  It tells of a life filled with hope and 

heartbreak, expectancy and disappointment, death and 

life.  Simply, it is the story of every believer. 

 

Stephen W. Smith takes a profound walk through the 

life of Lazarus, a story that offers remarkable insights 

into our own spiritual transformation.  Through this 

exploration of Lazarus’s life you will encounter: 

 

¶ A God who seems distant and unresponsive 

¶ A life marked by disappointment 

¶ A situation where hope seems impossible 

¶ A Savior who can forever change your 

world 

 

Revisit the life and legacy of Lazarus, and discover 

a story all your own. 

 

Join us for a church wide retreat on Saturday, 

March 13
th

 from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  The cost 

of the book will be $10.  Watch for the sign-up 

sheet in the Gathering Area.   

 

We are excited to offer this church wide event to 

our church family! 
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NOTHERN KENTUCKY 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE CHAPTER 

UPDATE 

 As you probably know by now, THE 

CROSSES ARE COMING!  THE CROSSES 

ARE COMING to Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church on Saturday, March 13, 2010.  Four 

thousand white crosses will appear on our 

church grounds and hills representing the 

average number of children aborted in American 

every day. 

 YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED!! 

 We are asking people to help set up this visible 

and very moving display by coming to Good 

Shepherd at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 13.  If 

possible, please bring one or more 3 pound 

hammers, gloves, a friend and a smile.  If 30 

people show up, it will take 4 hours to set up the 

display – 60 workers will take 2 hours.  Parents 

are encouraged to participate with their 

children.  Coffee and donuts will be provided, as 

well as a light lunch for those who stay.  Come 

when you can and stay as long as you can.  Help 

will then be needed again on Saturday, March 

27
th

 at 9:00 a.m. to take down all the crosses.  

This usually only takes about an hour.  Please 

use the sign-up sheet to let us know your 

intentions. 

 Remember, as people pass Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church, they will not be able to ignore 

the enormity of the abortion tragedy.  The use of 

the crosses is a Christian way of remembering 

these innocent children.  It invites everyone to 

consider what is happening in our country, and 

reminds us that our Church stands for life! 

 MARCH  OR LIFE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

 Fred and Jackie Vezina once again travelled to 

Washington, D.C. to participate in the annual March 

For Life, along with about 200,000 other people, 

from all over the country.   This event marks the 

anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court 1973 Roe vs. 

Wade decision that legalized abortion.   Check out 

the pictures from their moving experience on the 

NKY Lutherans For Life bulletin board. 

 

 

Middle High Youth 

 

Due to the unusual weather, snow tubing has 

been postponed until February 21.  For those 

that did not get the chance to sign up…now is 

your chance.  We will be leaving around 1:45pm 

and returning back to church around 5:30pm, 

pizza will be provided prior to Confirmation.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Middle School Youth Gathering is March 5-7 in 

Mason OH.  See Lisa Langsdale for more 

details.  
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Lenten Services 
 

Ash Wednesday Communion Service 

Imposition of Ashes 

Wednesday, February 17
th

, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Lenten Services 

February 24
th

, March 3
rd

 – 24
th

, 7:00 p.m. 

Preceded by a pot-luck supper at 6:00 p.m. 

 

If you can organize one of the dinners, please watch  

for a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area. 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod 

9066 Gunpowder Road 

Florence, KY  41042 

 


