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Good News From  

     Good Shepherd 

“I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” 

John 10:11 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 9066 Gunpowder Road 

 Florence, KY  41042  

(859)746-9066   

 

April 2009 

Rev. Richard Tursic, Pastor 

Web site:  www.goodshepherdlutheranky.org 

Pastor’s Email: pastor.rich_gslc@fuse.net 

Office Email: gslc9066@fuse.net 
 

From Pastor 

 
Are you ready to go through the door? 

 

That’s the question I found myself asking my 

grandmother.  As she lay on her bed in the 

nursing home, we went through rite of the 

Commendation of the Dying, saying the Kyrie 

(Lord, have mercy), the Lord’s Prayer, and a 

couple of psalms.  Grandma mouthed the so-

familiar, comforting words of Psalm 23.  Indeed, 

the Lord is her shepherd and she is ready to dwell 

in His house for ever.  For Gram, the answer to 

the question is “Yes!”  She is ready to go through 

the door called death.   

 

Gram is ready because the sting of death has 

been taken away because Jesus willingly entered 

the doors of Jerusalem.   

 

Our 40 day Lenten journey has taken us, too, to 

the gates of the Holy City.  My prayer is that you 

are ready to go through its doors. 

 

On Palm Sunday we will wave palm branches 

and join the crowds, shouting Hosanna to our 

king and following him.  On Maundy Thursday 

we will sup with our Lord as he gives us the meal 

of the new covenant.  On God’s Friday we will 

see the depth of our Lord’s love for us as he 

suffers agony that we might live and thus be able 

to call this day Good.     

Enter then through our doors, taking part in each 

of these special services.  You will be moved by 

the Spirit.  

 

Also bring your children or those in your 

neighborhood to the Eggstravanganza.  Not only 

will the kids have fun searching for Easter eggs, 

but they too will journey through the Stations of 

the Cross.   

 

Our journey will culminate with us going 

through another door.  With the stone rolled 

away, on Easter we will see that the tomb is 

empty.  Jesus is risen! 

 

Because he is risen, we can walk through that 

door of death with confidence, like Gram and 

the saints who have gone on before us, singing: 

 

And then from death awaken me, 

That my own eyes with joy may see, 

O Son of God, your glorious face, 

My Savior and my ground of grace! 

 

http://www.goodshepherdlutheranky.org/
mailto:pastor.rich_gslc@fuse.net
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See through the scriptures is a new Bible study 

that started in March. This Bible study is designed 

to serve as a tool to convince people to read the 

Bible, to understand the Bible’s message and to 

explain that messages to others. The booklet is 

very informative, colorful and asks very 

thoughtful questions in an interesting way to make 

you think about God’s word.  

As you look around Good Shepherd we have a few 

key projects going on such as the renovation of the 

basement and some cleanup activities. The 

basement rooms will now be used as Sunday 

School rooms and yes, we need more space to 

support all the growing classes. This is good! 

Actually, this is great! 

In May we are having our second community 

event for all our new members. We are discussing 

our history, mission, vision, and opportunities as a 

congregation. This is actually our second event for 

new members and we hope to have many more. As 

you see new members please make sure you 

introduce yourself so we get to know each other. 

Thanks to all for wearing your name tag because it 

makes it much easier to remember names.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission: May Family 
  

Lenten greetings to all our friends and mission supporters.  We have some news to share. 

 

Recently I went to Burkina Faso and Togo to preach and teach our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Burkina Faso; the church 

continues to grow and has started new congregations and daily proclaims the Gospel.  When I visited three people were 

confirmed after reciting word for word the entire Small Catechism of Martin Luther.  They demonstrated that the Word of God 

is very important to them and that is why they memorized God's Word.  This has also aided them to teach others.  In fact four 

people from the new congregation that was started in December were baptized the day I left.   

 

Togo; the Lutheran Heritage Foundation and Good News magazine sponsored the second annual Continuing Education Seminar 

for pastors and vicars.  The topic was Holy Baptism and the main conference speaker was Rev. Dr. Wilbert Kreiss.  Dr. Kreiss is 

72 years old and had made over 30 trips to Africa teaching the faith and helping the church grow.  His wisdom and commitment 

were very inspiring to the men from seven different countries that traveled days to hear him teach.   

Pictures from the trip are on our website www.mayfamilyintogo.com. 

 

Lastly, upon arriving from West Africa, I was informed that my work permit for Kenya was FINALLY approved.  Thanks be to 

God and thank you for all your prayers.  We will now quickly pack and move to Kenya next Friday, the 27th of March (which 

also happens to be our 10th wedding anniversary and Tristan's 6th birthday!)  Please pray for safe travels and guidance of the 

Holy Spirit as we now begin work in Kenya. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

The May Family 

This month in the newsletter we are focusing on 

the Board of Education so please look for the 

details related to education and all their activities.  

We are also seeking members to fill open 

positions on Council and different Boards. There 

has been much information in the newsletter, 

church bulletin and church announcements. This is 

an opportunity to serve so please do not hesitate to 

ask Chris Rogers –Nominating Committee Chair- 

or any member of the nomination committee about 

the positions. 

Please do not hesitate to provide us your ideas and 

thoughts. One other request, on Sundays our 

parking lot is getting very full so please try and 

use the back parking lot to help alleviate the 

congestion.  

We all need to pray for each other and the church 

as a whole. God is with us and is opening our 

doors. 

God Bless, 

Bruce Bremer 

 

To Brothers and Sisters of Good Shepherd 
 

http://www.mayfamilyintogo.com/
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I happened across this via Google searching for 

inspirational quotes for Lent.  It’s my kind of give 

up list… 

 

A Lenten Reflection 

 Give up complaining - focus on gratitude. 

 Give up pessimism - become an optimist. 

 Give up harsh judgments - think kindly   

  thoughts. 

 Give up worry - trust Divine Providence. 

 Give up discouragement - be full of hope. 

 Give up bitterness - turn to forgiveness. 

 Give up hatred - return good for evil. 

 Give up negativism - be positive. 

 Give up anger - be more patient. 

 Give up pettiness - become mature. 

 Give up gloom - enjoy the beauty that is all  

  around you. 

 Give up jealousy - pray for trust. 

 Give up gossiping - control your tongue. 

 Give up sin - turn to virtue. 

 Give up giving up - hang in there! 

 

To this list I’d also add: 

  Give up I can’t --- remember ‘I can do all 

things through Christ which strengthens me’. 

Phil. 4:13. 

 

In these trying times, when we are at our weakest, 

He is at his greatest, demonstrating His grace 

toward us daily. Let us respond with thanksgiving, 

praise and action born of hope.  

¶ When the nominating committee approaches 

you about an opportunity to serve, prayerfully 

consider what God has equipped you for and 

what God is calling you to do as a member of 

this body in Christ. 

 

¶ Let your motivation in giving be gratitude and faith.   

 

o Consider opportunities for sound investment 

with the Ohio District Church Extension 

Fund.  Forms to set up a savings program 

are available on the Ohio District web site 

and at church. We have our building 

because we could borrow from the fund 

with favorable terms.  Did you know that it 

is the fund’s policy that a borrowing 

congregation should have investments 

totaling the amount of their loan? Good 

Shepherd is nowhere near that point, in 

effect hindering other congregations from 

the same benefit we enjoy. 

 

o Consider continuing or newly participating in 

the Capital Funding sacrificial giving 

program. Now that we’ve gotten in the habit 

after 3 years, legacy members may 

prayerfully consider continuing.  New 

members, who enjoy the benefits of our 

building, prayerfully consider investing by 

participating in the program. Pledge forms 

are available at church. 

 

¶ When the newly formed Planning Committee 

approaches you about participating in long term 

visioning for our Congregation, plan to 

participate with eager anticipation for the future 

of Building with the Lord, Building for His 

mission, the original theme of GSL’s Capital 

Campaign. 

 

As we pass through this Lenten season and 

internally and externally we face doom and gloom, 

God’s presence and faithfulness shines all the 

brighter. Praying that Good Shepherd continues to 

answer His call, steps out in faith and not back in 

fear. And we know that all things work together for 

good to them that love God; to them who are the 

called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28. 

 

Marlis Norton, Stewardship 

 

 

 

What did you give up for Lent? 
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Join Hands Day 
 

Join Hands Day is a national volunteer day sponsored 

by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans that brings youth 

and adults together to improve communities, build 

lasting relationships and have some fun.  Richard 

Howe is heading up this servant event and getting a 

group together to work at Over-The-Rhine on 

Saturday, April 25
th
, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.   

 

Volunteers will serve Tender Mercies, First English 

Lutheran and Prince of Peace Lutheran.  Bring work 

gloves and dress to get dirty!  Work includes 

intensive cleaning, painting and many various 

projects.  A T-Shirt and lunch will be provided.  

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Good Shepherd Seniors 
 

The Seniors Group will meet  

on Wednesday, April 1
st
, 

at 12:00 Noon.   

Please bring a dish to share. 

 

St. Paul Tre Ore Service 
 

St. Paul Lutheran, 5433 Madison Rd., 

Cincinnati, will once again hold a Tre Ore 

service on Good Friday from 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

The service is based on the seven words of 

Christ on the cross, and parishioners are free to 

come and go throughout the three hours.  All 

sister congregations are invited.     

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Good Friday Prayer Vigil 
 

Where two or three are gathered in My Name,  

there am I in the midst of them. 

 (Matthew. 18:20)  
 

On Friday, April 10
th
, 2009, the church will be open 

from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. for a prayer vigil.  

This is a time for us to gather for prayer and 

reflection during this Lenten season. Come whenever 

it is convenient, and stay as long as you like.   If you 

can lead or supervise an hour or two during this time, 

please sign up on the orange and purple list in the 

Gathering Area  There will be prayer sheets available 

that day with numerous prayer requests.  Prayer 

Request forms will be available on the table in the 

Gathering Area.  You may fill these out ahead of 

time and leave them in the church office.  We will 

compile a list for Good Friday.   
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Are you ready to stomp around the swamps of Crocodile Dock where ñFearless Kids Shine Godôs 

Light?ò   

 

VBS is coming soon and it promises to be a lot of fun.  The date has been set for June 22nd-June 26th 

from 6:30 -8:45 PM, and we need all the help we can get!!   

 

Crocodile dock is filled with incredible Bible -learning tha t kids see, hear, touch, and even taste!  We 

will have a great time as we sing and dance to cool songs, meet new friends, play exciting games, do 

awesome crafts, eat yummy snacks, watch Chadder and follow his adventures, and help faith flow into 

our everyday lives.   

 

Please consider assisting at this yearôs Bayou ï Crocodile Dock.   We will need help with decorations, 

snacks, games, bible stories, mission project, Chadderôs theatre, publicity, registration, donations, and 

lots of crew leaders!!!  Please prayerfully consider assisting us with this yearôs VBS.   

 

If you are interested in stomping through the swamp with us please contact Becky Aragon at 384-4871.  

We will host our first kick -off meeting for VBS on Wednesday, April 15th, at 6:30 PM.  A Volunteer sign-

up sheet will be posted in the fellowship area at church.  Are you game? 

Sunday School News 
 

In the 2008-2009 Sunday School year, the fifth and sixth grade class has doubled in size.  New members 

continue to bless us with new friendships. Most recently Sam and Grant joined our group in addition to Zack, 

Lauren, and Courtney earlier this past fall.  Last year’s group revealed their lack of faith in present-day 

miracles.  Short on attention spans but expansive on energy and enthusiasm, these preteens are beginning to 

question the lessons they have been taught since their preschool years.  Therefore we have incorporated 

practical lessons to deepen faith and take on topics relevant to these students’ everyday lives.  Students are 

encouraged to share and relate the topics to their own situations.  Friendship, family and outreach situations 

are often discussed.  This creative group tends to enjoy playing out the Bible lessons. Most recently the group 

told about the Transfiguration as revealed in the book of Mark on the February’s Know Way Sunday.  Grant 

played Jesus, Erika was the narrator, Emma played Peter, Hannah played the accompanying disciple 

James/John, Paul played God, and Jacob and Drew played Elijah and Moses.  Each Sunday we pray for the 

concerns we share and each Sunday we get to know one another better as this groups prepares for their 

formative confirmation years. 
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Journey to the Cross ï Childrenôs Easter Celebration 
 

An old s piritual song asks this question: òWere you there when they crucified my Lord?ó In all 

honesty, we have to say no, but soon the children of Good Shepherd and our community could 

have a different answer to that question.  Good Shepherd will be hosting Journ ey to the Cross, an 

Easter learning experience on Easter Saturday, April 11 th  from 2 -4 PM.  Children ages 2 -10 years 

old will find the journey the most enjoyable.  Younger children might get anxious during the 

Journey but are most welcome if their parents want them to join.  

 

As a traveler, the children will have the opportunity to walk in Jesusõ footsteps during Holy 

Week. Smell the aroma of anointing perfume, taste Passover food, feel a crown of thorns, and so 

much more. They will hear about Jesus from Bib le witnesses and be a part of the Holy Week 

Passion experience.  The children will meander from station to station set up in and around the 

church and actually take part in mini dramas and short, hands -on lessons.  

 

PLEASE SIGN UP YOUR CHILDREN FOR A SCHEDU LED TIME TO TAKE THE òJOURNEYó.  

GROUPS WILL DEPART EVERY FIVE MINUTES OR SO FROM THE CHURCH FAMILY LIFE 

CENTER AND AT THE END THE CHILDREN WILL BE TREATED TO THE EASTER 

EGGSSé..STRAVAGANZA HUNT.  YOU CAN CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE TO SCHEDULE 

YOUR TIME OR FIL L IN A TIME ON THE SIGN UP SHEET AT CHURCH.  

 

We will need some great volunteers to make our Journey to the Cross as meaningful as possible, 

and weõre hoping that YOU will help. Please prayerfully consider serving as Actors, Station 

Helpers, Meet -and -Greet  Volunteers, and Tour Guides.  

 

For more information about ways in which you might contribute to the Journey, please see the 

sign -up sheet located in the Gathering Area or contact Lisa Burns at 859 -466 -7834 or 

lisa.burns@shawgrp.com . 

 

Please save the Saturday before Easter  on your calendar and come join us as a volunteer or 

bring your children, friends, neighbors, and relatives as a traveler.  Letõs bring our community 

into the Love and Friendship we share here  at Good Shepherd.  Please pray for all those 

involved ñvolunteers and journeyers ñso that the Holy Spirit may truly bless our experience 

together.  

mailto:lisa.burns@shawgrp.com
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WOMEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST 
 

Hope you can join us on Saturday,  

April 11
th

 at 9:00 a.m. at the church. All 

women are invited to a relaxing morning with 

good fellowship, breakfast and a bible study. 

Gerda Taylor will be leading us in a bible study 

by Max Lucado, Discovering the  

Power of Prayer. 

 
You are welcome to bring in a dish to share such as 

breakfast casseroles fresh fruit, juice, breads such as 

banana, nut… 

If you have any questions please call Carol Eising or 

Regina Bremer 

  
Prayer + the Word + Time = Intimacy with God 
 

 

 
 

Northern Kentucky Chapter of         
Lutherans For Life 

 On Saturday, April 25, 2009, the New Hope Center will 

host its annual Walk For Life.  New Hope Center reaches 

out to women and families facing unplanned pregnancies, 

offering life-giving alternatives and practical assistance to 

those in this situation.  In addition, their Christian ministry 

offers hope of Jesus Christ to each person who comes 

through their doors.   

The Northern Kentucky Chapter of Lutherans For Life would 

like to organize a team of walkers to help promote New 

Hope Centerôs Walk For Life.  Please join us in 

celebration of New Hope Centerôs 20th anniversary and 

Walk For Life on Saturday, April 25, 2009 at Pride Park, 

5614 Taylor Mill Road, Taylor Mill, KY (new location).  

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. and the actual Walk 

begins at 9:00 a.m.  Join the celebration of Life by inviting 

family and friends to participate.  Those collecting $150 in 

sponsor pledges/donations will receive a free-t-shirt.  

Please see Carol Trumbo or Jackie Vezina for more 

information. 

 

“The Sheps”  News  
 

Pancake Breakfast 
  

Since we will be having 3 services Easter morning, we 

will be providing breakfast between the services.  We 

will start serving at 8:00am and then again at 9:45 am.  

Please stay and enjoy pancakes and sausages.  

Donations will go towards funding the National Youth 

Gathering trip in the Summer of 2010. 

 

The Youth would like to thank all who are helping 

with the renovation of the basement.  It is such a 

blessing to see this project in the works.  Soon we 

will be painting, and I will send out information as 

soon as we are ready to start.   

 

After Lent the Youth will once again meet on 

Wednesday nights at church for bible study and 

fellowship.  They normally meet at 7 pm, but 

sometimes other activities can be planned where this 

may not always be the case.  Please see Andrew 

Tursic if there are any questions. 

 

I want to thank all of you that still use your Kroger 

Neighborhood rewards cards.  THANK YOU for 

supporting this effort.  Please remember when you 

shop at Kroger to reload the card.  It is when the card 

is reloaded that we get the money back from Kroger.  

A minimum of $5000.00 needs to be reloaded every 

month.  If we do not hit the $5000 it is rolled over to 

the next month.  We receive 4% of that back.   Please 

see Dave Eising or Jenn Ostermeier if you want a 

card.  If your card deactivates please see one of us 

for a replacement. Please continue to use the cards as 

this will still provide funds for the youth. 

 

As always if you need to contact Jenn Ostermeier, 

my home phone at 283-0826 or cell 391-9999. 
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Our Lord recognized the blessings of children, and also 

the importance of helping children of all ages to learn 

about God’s love.  Jesus’ words on the subject can be 

found repeatedly throughout the New Testament.  

Following in these footsteps, the Mission Statement of 

Good Shepherd proclaims that one of our purposes is to 

provide a Christ-centered ministry that serves and 

supports the children and youth in our church and 

community.  We have many programs that address the 

Christian education of our both our member children 

and the children in our community, including Sunday 

School, Youth ministries, and Vacation Bible School.   

 

To continue that work, a small group has been 

investigating the possibility of starting an Early 

Childhood Education program at Good Shepherd.  

Many hours have been spent talking with other 

Lutheran churches with Early Childhood Education 

programs, talking with state licensing officials about 

our facilities, and determining what types of programs 

might be the right fit for Good Shepherd.  What follows 

is a brief summary of a proposal that is being worked 

on to be submitted to the congregation at the Voters’ 

Meeting on May 17
th
 at 12:30 p.m. 

 

At this time, we are working on a Mom’s Day Out 

Program (“MDO”) for approximately ten 2-3 year olds, 

which would offer a Christ-centered education, 

nurturing children’s spiritual growth while also 

fostering academic, social, physical, and emotional 

development in a loving environment.  The program 

would nurture each child’s spiritual growth through a 

developmentally appropriate curriculum including:  

Bible stories, circle time, music, crafts, indoor and 

outdoor play, and social skills.  A Mom’s Day Out 

Program would be offered 1-2 days a week for 

approximately 2 and a half hours, September through 

May.   

 

Our current nursery facilities would be the proposed 

location for the Mom’s Day Out Program.  The nursery  

would only need a few minor alterations, all of which 

 

 

would also benefit the nursery, such as screens on 

windows, shatter-proof light bulbs, and a split door on 

the bathroom in the nursery.  A Mom’s Day Out 

Program would require a modest outlay of funds for 

classroom items such as tables, chairs, learning toys, 

and craft supplies.  A fundraiser, such as a spaghetti 

supper, would be a possible source for these initial 

expenditures.  Depending on the number of children 

enrolled, both a teacher and a teacher’s aide would be 

required to maintain an adequate adult to child 

ratio. 

 

Another factor that has been carefully considered is the 

cost to run such a program.  A Mom’s Day Out 

Program is viewed as a small start to a possible future 

expansion of an Early Childhood Education program.  

The costs are lower for a MDO program compared to a 

preschool, and the licensing requirements are much 

different, as well.  It is the goal to provide an affordable 

option to families with young children, especially in 

these difficult economic times.  Budgeting and costs are 

being looked at so that to the extent possible, the 

program can be self-sufficient. 

 

We believe that a Mom’s Day Out Program would be a 

feasible and cost-effective way to start an Early 

Childhood Education at Good Shepherd.  As can be 

seen on any given Sunday, we are a church with many 

young families that is also blessed with many young 

children.  Additionally, we are situated in a community 

with fast-paced growth.  We believe that this fall would 

be an opportune time to take this initial step with an 

Early Childhood Education program at Good Shepherd 

to continue our mission to reach and teach the children 

of our church and our community.   

 

As this investigation process continues, we are looking 

for comments, suggestions, and feedback from ALL 

members of Good Shepherd, whether you have young 

children or not.  If you have any questions or 

comments, please contact Kim Leavens or Patricia 

Block Gage. 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 

 

ñLet the little children to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.ò  Matthew 19:14 
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Churchôs  
Board of Christian Education  

 

 

                                                                             

  
The mission of the Board of Christian Education is to provide ongoing Christian education for all member of Good 

Shepherd, youth through adult, while also reaching out to our community in the name of Christ.  As you probably 

know, Good Shepherd has many Christian Education opportunities for people of all ages.  We have something for 

everyone, and we are always looking for new ways to serve our members and our community.  What follows is a 

summary of the various activities by the Board of Christian Education.  If you are interested in helping out with any of 

these activities or learning more, please contact the designated leader or contact Patricia Block Gage, the Chair of the 

Board of Education.  We are always looking for new ideas, new volunteers, and new programs.  Got questions?  Just 

ask.  Got ideas?  Just let us know.  We would love to hear from you so that we can continue to improve and expand on 

our mission of Christian Education! 

  

ADULT BIBLE STUDY:  Ted Janssen and Beth Lynn 

We currently offer several Adult Bible Study options on Sunday mornings in between services.  The topics discussed 

change periodically, and, in addition to a time for Bible study, it is also a time for fellowship as we learn and study 

together.  Scott Holloway, together with Ted and Beth, are working on a possible new summer Bible study based upon 

materials by Ray Vander Laan which focuses on the Life and Ministry of Jesus, combining video from the places 

where Jesus walked, Bible study, and discussion.  Watch for further details on Adult Bible Study for the summer.  

Bible Study is a wonderful way to grow in your faith and keep up with your Christian continuing education. 

  

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION:  Kim Leavens 

See the related article in this newsletter for the exciting new ministry that we are currently exploring. 

  

FAMILY MINISTRY:  Christine Reasoner 

Over the years, Family Ministry has organized a Mom's Playgroup and Bible Study.  There is also a Mom's Mentoring 

program in place.  If you have ideas or would like to assist with Family Ministry, let Christine know. 

  

LIBRARY:  Mary Mickelson 

Good Shepherd provides Christian reading materials together with audio and video materials and even games.  If you 

or your children are looking for a good book, check out the Library.  The Library is located near the sanctuary.  Take 

some time before or after church to review our selections.  Whether you are looking for fiction or non-fiction, we have 

something for everyone.  There is also a bin if you have materials that you would like to donate to our Library. 

  

NURSERY:  Diane Derks 

A staffed nursery is provided for young children during both Sunday services as well as during the Sunday School 

hour.  If you are interested in assisting with the nursery, please let Diane know.  Whether you are in high school or 

retired, we would love to have you help with the nursery.      

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Tammy Vaughan and Barb Barvincak  

The Sunday School year runs from September through June.  We start the year with a specially Rally Day kick-off, 

which usually includes a balloon launch.  We have classes for Preschool through High School, and just this year, we 

have started a Special Needs class.  We want to spread the good news of the Gospel to all of God's children in a way  
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that is appropriate to their age-level and relates to their world outside Good Shepherd.  The Sunday School year 

includes periodic "Friendship Sundays" where we encourage student to brings friends and neighbors for a special 

message, craft, and snack.  We also have "Know Way Sundays" which give each class an opportunity to present a 

message from the lesson in a fun and creative way during the Sunday School opening.  We also have a special mission 

project to teach the children how we can spread the Gospel to others and be good servants to those in need.  Currently, 

a portion of our Sunday School offering goes to support the work of United Ministries.  The Sunday School students 

also enjoy singing during church periodically, and, of course, there is always the big Christmas Program.  During the 

summer, we have a special program for children that combines some of the classes together.  If you are interested in 

helping with Sunday School either during the regular school year or by taking a Sunday during the summer session 

(class materials and craft provided for each week), please let Tammy or Barb know. 

  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  Becky Aragon 

This year VBS will be held during the week of June 22nd through June 26th.  We will be visiting "Crocodile Dock" 

where the kids will romp and stomp as we learn about God's love.  As always, we need LOTS of volunteers to make 

VBS a success.  We are looking for people to volunteer to serve as pre-school and school-age group leaders, provide 

and serve snacks, assist with a mission project, run "Chadder's Theater," help with decorations, assist with publicity, 

manage the daily crafts, and provide financial donations.  We have opportunities for everyone to pitch in.  It truly is an 

energizing experience to spend your evenings with a large group of bright and shiny faces as the learn about God.  Just 

let Becky know if you would like to help. 

  

YOUTH MINISTRY:  Dave Eising, Jenn Ostermeier, Greg and Ligia McDonald, Denise Williams 

 For the younger children, we have the Little Shepherds (Pre-school through 2nd grade) and Young Disciples (3rd 

through 5th grade).  In the past, this group has gotten together several times throughout the year to learn more about 

the Bible and enjoy time together for special crafts and activities. 

  

The Junior High/Middle School group keeps a busy schedule throughout the year, combining activities that provide 

fellowship opportunities with activities that teach the importance of giving your time to others in need.  In January, the 

youth bagged groceries for United Ministries, followed by laser tag.  In February, a large group of youth and adults 

enjoyed snow tubing at Perfect North.  In March  the group had a Movie Night and stuffed all those hundreds of eggs 

for the Easter Eggstravaganza.  In May, the youth will play "Capture the Flag" with youth from Bethany. 

  

The High School group, known as the SHEPS, also keeps a busy schedule year round.  In February, they assisted with 

the basement renovation.  On April 12th they will be serving the Annual Pancake Breakfast on Easter Sunday in 

between the services.  This is an important fundraiser for the trip to the National Youth Gathering in 2010. On April 

25th the SHEPS will enjoy a bonfire at the home of Greg and Lisa.  The youth will lead the congregation in worship 

on May 17th.  As in years past, the youth will be assisting with VBS in June.  Additionally, there are plans to 

participate in the Ohio District Servant event in June.  This group of youth also leads its very own Bible Study on 

Wednesday nights at church.  The SHEPS also combine fellowship activities with activities that reach out to help their 

congregation and their community.   

  

The Youth Ministry has been blessed with a wonderful new space for their Sunday School classes and other activities 

due to the time and hard work of many of the members of Good Shepherd.  They are truly excited (and thankful!) for 

their new, renovated space downstairs in the basement.  A big "Thank You" from the youth to all who helped with the 

renovation. 
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod 

9066 Gunpowder Road 

Florence, KY  41042 

 

Holy Week Services 

Maundy Thursday Communion Service, April 9
th

, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Prayer Vigil from 9:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m. 

 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service, April 10
th

, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 12
th

, Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m., 

Festival Services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

 

The Senior High Youth are sponsoring their annual Pancake Breakfast at 8:00 & 9:45 a.m.  

Donations will go toward funding the National Youth Gathering in 2010. 
 


